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INCURSION REPORTED 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 DJIBOU 00395 101045Z 


REF: DJIBOUTI 0363 

1 . FRENCH DIPLOMATIC SOURCE REPORTED TO EMBASSY 19 MARCH OF 
RECENT FIRM INDICATIONS SOMALI REGULAR ARMY STRAGGLERS ATTEMPTING 
RETURN TO SOMALIA. THEY HAVE BEEN NOTED IN HILLY AREA BETWEEN 
FILTU AND DOLO IN THE SOUTHERN OGADEN. NUMBER OF MEN INVOLVED IS 
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NOT KNOWN, BUT EVIDENTLY THEY HAVE BEEN IN RADIO COMMUNICATION WITH 
THEIR MILITARY UNITS IN SOMALIA. FRENCH INDICATE THAT DEPARTURE 
THESE MEN WAS INTERDICTED WHEN ETHIOPIANS TOOK POSSESSION OF DOLO, 
THE CRITICAL TRANSPORT HUB AT FRONTIER, MORE QUICKLY 
THAN HAD BEEN EXPECTED. BECAUSE DOLO WAS TAKEN WELL IN ADVANCE 
ETHIOPIAN COLUMNS DRIVING SOUTH, FRENCH SUSPECT THAT PARATROOPERS 
MAY HAVE BEEN USED TO RECAPTURE DOLO AS HAD BEEN DONE IN EARLIER 
AT JIJIGA. 

2. IN ANOTHER REPORT FROM SAME SOURCE, ETHGPIAN AIR UNITS 
EVIDENTLY ATTACKED WSLF GROUP AS IT WAS CROSSING 
FRONTIEGGFORTH OF BORAMA THREE OR FOUR DAYS AGO. SOME BOMBS FELL 
INSIDE SOMALIA, KILLING SEVEN OR EIGHT PEOPLE. IN AN 

INTERESTING NOTE, SOMALIS ON THE SCENE REPORTED THAT NEW TYPE OF 
BOMB WAS USED IN THIS ATTACK. BOMBS DESCRIBED AS BEING BLACK, 
APPARENTLY RUBBER COVERED, WITH EXTREME DETONATION POWER. FRENCH 
SOURCE INDICATED THAT WEAPON MAY BE CONCUSSION BOMB, AND WOULD 
BE THE FIRST SUCH REPORTD USE OF THIS WEAPON BY ETHIOPIANS. 

3. HAVE THE SOVIETS USED THE OGADEN WAR GENERALLY TO TEST OUT 
NEW WEAPONS SYSTEMS? 

CLARKE 

NOTE BY OC/T: MESSAGE DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 

SECRET 


NNN 
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